AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER
Dear Friends,
As summer comes to a close, I hope that you have had time to enjoy the
warmer weather and experience a time of refreshment. At Greystone
Programs, we continue to balance the evolving pandemic landscape with
the re-opening of our programs and services, while prioritizing the good
health and well-being of those we support and our dedicated staff. No
small task!
Although the COVID-19 vaccine is more readily available, the delta variant proves to be a
formidable foe -- a healthcare crisis further complicated by a national staffing crisis. The
challenges are real.
We are grateful, however, for YOUR continued support and the unwavering commitment of
our frontline staff and direct support professionals. September 12th marks the onset of Direct
Support Professional (DSP) Week. Let’s recognize our DSPs as the true HEROES they are!
We cannot thank Greystone's DSPs enough for their selfless sacrifice to support those of
ALL abilities in our community. We are eternally grateful to have such dedicated staff who
continually give of themselves. “Happy Direct Care Professional Week!”
In his own words, read an interview with Greystone DSP Emmerson Quinlan below. Learn
about Tracilyn Vaticano and her role as Assistant Executive Director, Programs. And, listen to
the heart-felt message of GPI staff and their experience working at Greystone Programs. To
learn more about Greystone careers, tune in to the interview with Greystone's Assistant
Executive Director of Administration, Michele Lawrenson, and Director of Philanthropy,
Samara Enders, on the Non-Profit Notebook with Taylor from WTBQ 1110 AM 93.5 FM. If
you know someone looking for a career that makes a true impact, have them give us a call.
Celebrate with us as we open Greystone's 17th home, Grants Path, in Poughquag, NY,
which welcomes six individuals to the Greystone family! Greystone Programs was one of only
two agencies in the Hudson Valley awarded opportunities by the Office for People With
Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) to develop homes for individuals aging out of
Residential Schools. This state-of-the-art SMART-technology 6-bed home is specifically
designed for each individual. The home will be staffed with BCBA (Board Certified Behavioral
Analysis) staff who will spend at least 20 hours per week in this location providing intensive
therapy. Grants Path staffing will also include Register Behavior Technicians and Greystone
Behavior Technicians who are credentialed by the same Board that certifies Behavior
Analysis. Individuals will be engaged in daily/weekly activities such as art, music and equine
therapy. In addition, a local gym is kind enough to provide our individuals with their own
individualized fitness regime. This home is a perfect vision of individualized person-centered

services that will meet each person's needs. Welcome to the future of service delivery and
supports.
In keeping with this good news, The Council of Quality and Leadership (CQL) made its midyear CQL certification check and reported that Greystone Programs continues to embody a
person-centered individualized approach to services in the highest standard, thereby
improving the quality of life for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Additionally, we'd be remiss if we did not thank our sponsors -- AAA Northeast, Rose &
Kiernan and Think DIFFERENTLY-- the Hudson Valley Renegades and ALL of our supporters
and friends for making August's Autism Awareness Night at Dutchess Stadium a successful
community event.
Last, Leap with us! Support Greystone's 5th Annual Leap for Autism, Saturday, October 2,
2021, Skydive the Ranch, Gardiner, NY. Whether it's registering for a tandem or virtual reality
skydive, supporting a leaper, committing as a corporate or community sponsor or
participating in our exciting raffle, join us as we forge ahead on the cutting edge of doing what
we do best together -- supporting individuals on the autism spectrum and with other
intellectual/developmental disabilities. There is no more meaningful and fulfilling work.
Stay Safe, Stay Well,

Skip Pryce
Chief Executive Officer
Greystone Programs, Inc .

Direct Support Professional Spotlight: Emmerson Quinlan
A Direct Support Professional (DSP)
is someone who works directly with
people who have intellectual or
developmental disabilities. DSPs aim
to assist people in realizing their full
potential. They help people become
integrated and engaged in their
community. They are the backbone
and frontline essential employees at
Greystone Programs.
For this months, DSP Spotlight, we
got to know Emmerson Quinlan,
who has been in this field for many
years with Greystone Programs. We
couldn't do this work without the
support of DSPs. Read below to
learn more about Emmerson.
(Top left: Emmerson Quinlan with GPI-supported individuals)
How long have you been working at Greystone Programs?

I have been working at Pleasant Ridge home for eight years, since 2013.
What made you decide to work in direct care with people with autism and other
developmental disabilities?
I am a loving and caring person so I always wanted to do something special to help people. I
love doing what I do, my heart is with the men I care for.
What is your favorite part of being a DSP?
My favorite part of my job is seeing the men complete their goals, and be out in the
community with them. It makes me so happy to see them make accomplishments. I like to
make sure they get a good shave every morning and get dressed properly. I go above and
beyond to give them the best care possible because if I was in their shoes, that is what I
would want for myself. They deserve the person taking care of them to give them the best of
their ability so that they get the support they need.

Q & A With Tracilyn Vaticano
Asst. Executive Director, Programs
What is your role at Greystone Programs?
I am the Assistant Executive Director of Programs. I currently
oversee Greystone's Residential Programs and our Day and
Employment Programs. Additionally, I am the Chairperson for our
Infection Control Committee.
How did you get into the field of human services?
As a kid, I had always wanted to be a teacher. Being a teacher
isn't where I ended up, but I always knew I wanted to work with
people! I studied Sociology, and after I graduated college, I
moved from Buffalo to work in Queens and Brooklyn as a DSP in
a residential apartment program. Then I moved into the Quality
Improvement Department for that same organization, where I
finally got to "teach" and learned how to investigate and pull apart issues, always looking for
the best way to improve situations and help positively impact people's lives. Eventually, I
settled, I became much more involved in providing supports and services to those with
intellectual/developmental disabilities (I/DD). And here I am, 28 years later, right where I'm
meant to be!
Click to learn more about Tracilyn...

Grants Path  reystone Programs' 17th Residential Home
G

In 1979 Greystone's Founder, Marc W. Kelley, established the first privately run home in New
York State for people living with autism. Today, we offer services and life-enriching
opportunities for more than 600 children, adults and families living with autism and
developmental disabilities in the Hudson Valley. On September 1, Greystone Programs
welcomes six new individuals into GPI's newest and 17th home equipped with state-of-the-art
SMART technology at Grants Path, Poughquag, New York.

Autism Awareness Night at Dutchess Stadium

A fun night was had by all on Thursday, August 19th at Autism Awareness Night at Dutchess
Stadium! The community came together to celebrate people of all abilities while rooting for

the Hudson Valley Renegades! We are grateful for the support and compassion from our
community. Thank you to our event sponsors Northeast AAA, Rose and Kiernan and Think
Differently NY.
To take a look at the fun, click here!

Sponsor Spotlight: AAA Northeast
A big thank you to AAA
Northeast for their generous
support of Greystone's
mission. Pictured above are
members of AAA Northeast
presenting a check of $7,000
to Greystone Programs. AAA
Northeast has been a
committed supporter of
Greystone Programs for many
years and we appreciate their
continued generosity and
partnership.

Upcoming Events

Leap for Joy and Leap For Autism

Sponsorship Opportunities
www.givegab.com/campaigns/leapforautism2021

Interested in being a 2021 Leap for Autism Sponsor or
Leaping for Autism?
All proceeds of this event benefit the individuals Greystone serves by providing life-enriching
programs to children, adults, and families with autism and other developmental disabilities.
For more information about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Samara Enders at
senders@greystoneprograms.org.

Register to
Leap

A Reason To Smile Today

Leslie from our Harmony Hill home
celebrated her 59th birthday this
summer. She spent her birthday
weekend at home with her mom!

The magic of the winter evergreen
continues! Pam and her housemates at
our Harmony Hill home continue to
decorate their tree to match the
season. As you can see, this tree was
festive for July covered in red, white
and blue! We love it and Pam's smile!

Non-Profit Notebook with Taylor from
WTBQ 1110 AM 93.5 FM

Be sure to check out Greystone's Assistant Executive Director of Administration, Michele
Lawrenson and Director of Philanthropy, Samara Enders on this month’s Non-Profit Notebook
with Taylor from WTBQ 1110 AM 93.5 FM. Michele and Samara discuss career opportunities
at Greystone and how to get involved. Stay tuned -- more shows airing monthly!
To listen click here!

Career Opportunities at Greystone Programs

Would you or someone you know thrive in a career in direct care? No experience necessary
for most locations, we will train the right people. Click below to hear our direct support
professionals talk about their work.

Career Opportunities

If you use Amazon.com please consider shopping through the
Greystone Programs, Inc. link (below). It provides financial
support to the agency without any additional cost to
you. Amazon Smile will donate a portion of the purchase price
of eligible products to Greystone Programs. Thank you!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1608318

Support Us
Your gift will support our services and help the people we support experience the joy of selfworth through personal and group achievement.

Donate Now







